
South Australia’s new annual climate action festival



Adelaide  
Climate Action  
Week
ACAW 2026  
27 July — 2 August 2026  
Adelaide, South Australia

Born from the hunger and leadership of SA’s COP31 
bid. Built on relationships with climate action weeks 
around the world. Not just here to mark the moment 
— but to move it.

SA emissions  
reduction since 2005

SA renewable  
electricity generation  
— nearly twice the 
national average

Of an annual week 
anchoring SA’s climate 
progress and strategy

57% 74% Year 1 

South Australia leads. 
Now let’s move together

An annual anchor point — a concentrated week 
of energy that builds relationships, strategies and 
structures that carry through the rest of the year. 
Not just learning what needs to happen. Organising 
to make it happen.

South Australia isn’t short on ambition or action. 
Government, industry and community are each 
doing remarkable things. ACAW is where those 
efforts connect.

Our approach

Evidence-Based 
Grounded in climate science,  
net zero strategy, and proven 
adaptation frameworks

Systems-Oriented 
Connecting grassroots  
action with policy change  
and capital mobilisation

Justice-Centred
Centring First Nations  
knowledge, Pacific voices, and 
communities on the frontlines

Collaborative 
Building partnerships that  
outlast the week itself 
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Five areas of action

1. Learn

3. Use Wisely

2. Care

5. Be Ready

4. Restore

Each area bridges sectors —  
connecting policy, practice and lived experience.

Research, strategy and systems of power
The science, the policy landscape and how change actually happens

Climate  
science

Renewable energy 
and storage

Disaster 
preparedness 

Climate 
justice

 Regenerative 
agriculture

Traditional ecological 
knowledge

Sustainable 
food systems

Food 
security

Mental health 
and grief

Native 
revegetation

Policy and 
governance

Green 
hydrogen

Community-led 
adaptation

First Nations 
leadership

Carbon 
farming

Investment 
and finance

Low-emissions 
manufacturing

Emergency 
management

Disability 
and access

Soil 
health

Systems 
thinking

Circular 
economy

Heat 
resilience

Pacific 
perspectives

Marine and  
coastal ecosystems

Climate 
communication

Climate tech 
investment

Insurance 
and risk

Intergenerational 
dialogue

Wetlands and 
waterways

Media and 
narrative

Sustainable 
viticulture

Regional 
communities

Faith 
communities

Urban 
greening

→  More at acaw.org.au/climate-action

→  More at acaw.org.au/climate-action

→  More at acaw.org.au/climate-action

→  More at acaw.org.au/climate-action

→  More at acaw.org.au/climate-action

People, place and justice
No one left behind — centring those most affected

Energy, resources and innovation
Accelerating the transition South Australia is already leading

Land, sea and ecological systems
Healing what has been damaged, at scale

Resilience and adaptation
Preparing communities and systems for accelerating change
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What happens during ACAW

A decentralised festival — built by people like you, with a shared 
platform and purpose. Metro and regional. All ages, all sectors.

Flagship events
The moments that bring the week into focus. Flagship events are 
co-produced by ACAW and partners — come talk to us about 
amplifying your story.

Got an idea? We want to hear it.
Whether it’s a fresh concept or an existing programme you want to 
bring into the week — if it’s aligned, we’ll help you shape it, find a 
venue, and get it in front of the right audience.

→ Submit your EOI at acaw.org.au

Anywhere in South Australia • All five action areas  
• Metro and regional •The imagination is the only limit

Some  
ticketed

Bushcare 
day

Poetry 
reading

Hack  
day

Art 
installation

Climate 
grief circle

Innovation 
showcase

Keynote

Workshop

Heat resilience 
walk

Simulation  
game

Community 
assembly

Winery 
showcase

Leadership 
dinner

Storytelling 
night

Mostly free and open  
to the public

Panel  
discussion

Wind farm 
open day

Farmer’s 
forum

Soil science 
workshop

Site  
tour

Faith and  
climate gathering

Reef  
snorkel

Council planning 
session

Green hydrogen 
tour

First nations 
forum

Minimal 
closed-door

Film  
screening

Roundtable

Country 
walk

Regenerative 
farm visit

Fun run

Start-up  
pitch night

Wetland  
restoration

Disability 
access workshop

Documentary  
+ discussion

Diverse 
participation

Networking 
drinks

Neighbourhood 
kitchen

Insurance 
briefing

Youth 
debate

Carbon farming 
field day

Circular economy 
market

Community 
celebration

Intergenerational 
yarn

School  
science fair

Home  
energy clinic

Climate-positive 
dinner

Photography 
walk

University 
forum

Investor 
briefing

Immersive  
experience

Acoustic 
performance

Seed 
collection

Pacific voices 
evening

Emergency 
prep day

Kid’s 
camp

Cultural 
immersion

Urban food 
forest planting

Market

Conference



Key milestones

	 Sep—Nov 2025 	 �The idea blooms  
SA’s COP31 bid sparks the  
vision for a statewide annual 
climate week

	 Jan—Mar 2026 	 �ACAW is founded 
 The organising team comes 
together, the brand and website 
are built

	 March—April 2026	� Building the ecosystem 
VIP launch, securing partners

	 May—June 2026 	 �Program building  
Events submitted and confirmed.  
Full program published early July

	 30 June 2026 	 �Event registration closes

	 27 Jul—2 Aug 2026	 �Adelaide Climate Action Week 
Government, industry, research, 
First Nations and community  
— in motion. Together

Get involved

There are many ways to be part of ACAW  
— from shaping its direction to bringing it  
to life on the ground.

Event hosts 
Put your inspiration into action. We match you with  
suitable venue partners and promote your event  
to a diverse audience. 
→ Host an event

In-kind Partners
Media · AV & tech · Catering · Print · Production 
→ Let’s talk

Volunteer
All skills welcome. Step up and be part of a legacy. 
→ Sign up

Individual founding donors 
DGR registered — tax-deductible.  
Recognised in the program and on our website. 
→ Donate at acaw.org.au

DGR registered · All individual donations are tax-deductible
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ACAW is not a single event.  
It’s a platform.

We work with a small number 
of aligned partners who show 
leadership, enable action, and help 
shape what this becomes — not just 
place a logo.

There are multiple ways to partner, 
depending on the role you want 
to play. Partnership roles are 
intentionally limited.  
→ collaborate@acaw.org.au

Presenting sponsor

Lead the platform

The Major Partner stands alongside 
ACAW as a principal enabler of the 
week as a whole.

This is a whole-of-platform role 
— supporting the infrastructure, 
visibility and coordination that brings 
everything together.

Includes:
• �Prominent presence across all 

ACAW communications and 
program materials

• �Speaking role at the opening of  
the week

• �Recognition across multiple  
flagship events

• �Opportunity to help shape the 
direction and legacy of ACAW

Theme partners

Lead a whole stream of action

Each of ACAW’s five action areas is 
anchored by a Theme Partner.

From grassroots events to flagship 
moments, your organisation is visible 
across an entire stream.

Includes:
• �Presence across all events  

within your theme
• �Speaking opportunity at the flagship 

event for that stream
• �Co-branding across program  

and communications

Flagship event partners

Power the key moments

Flagship events are high-energy,  
high-visibility gatherings that bring 
sectors together.

Partners help make these moments 
possible, including bringing leading 
voices to Adelaide.

Includes:
• �Opening role at a flagship event
• �Brand presence across event 

promotion
• �Association with keynote speakers 

and major moments
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Support ACAW
Impact partners

Fund participation and access

ACAW is designed to be open, 
inclusive and representative of the 
whole community.

Impact Partners fund  
something specific:
• �Bring a world-class speaker  

to Adelaide
• �Send a young person to ACAW
• �Enable First Nations and Pacific 

participation
• �Reach regional SA
• �Make it accessible
• �Climate-positive catering

This is visible, tangible impact  
— not just branding.

Venue partners

Put your space at the centre of the 
week

ACAW is decentralised — venues are 
at the heart of the program.

From cultural institutions to workplaces 
and regional hubs, partners bring the 
week to life on the ground.

Includes:
• �Be a hub for multiple events
• �Be recognised across events hosted 

in your space
• �Listing as an official ACAW venue
• �Opportunities to co-produce events

How it works

We believe in finding the right fit.

01 Reach out  
— collaborate@acaw.org.au  
or acaw.org.au

02 Conversation  
— �We align on where you can  

have the most impact

03 Proposal  
— We negotiate a tailored agreement

04 Partnership confirmed  
— We work together

ACAW is a programme of GAIA 
Imperative Co Ltd (ABN 28 689 852 
220) · Registered charity · Donations 
of $2 or more are tax-deductible

A special acknowledgement: 
ACAW’s branding, online and social 
media presence have been made 
possible by the in-kind support of 
Cul-de-Sac Creative.
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